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Religion and World Wide Views 

Introduction

Religious Education is unique in the school curriculum in that it is neither a core subject nor a foundation subject but the 1988 Education Act states that ‘Religious Education has equal standing in relation to core subjects of the National Curriculum in that it is compulsory for all registered pupils’. Religious Education is taught in our school because it makes:

“a major contribution to the education of children and young people. At its best, it is intellectually challenging and personally enriching. It helps young people develop beliefs and values, and promotes the virtues of respect and empathy, which are important in our diverse society. It fosters civilised debate and reasoned argument, and helps pupils to understand the place of religion and belief in the modern world”.  (RE: realising the potential, Ofsted 2013).

This fits with our school ethos of an exciting, happy, and inspiring learning community. We strive for our children to be creative, innovative, and imaginative, and we are committed to the safety and care of our pupils.  Oak Tree Nursery and Primary School is part of an Blue Kit Academy Trust. We use the Kapow – Religion and Worldviews as our scheme of work
At Oaktree Nursey and Primary School we believe that it is important for children to have a valuable insight into the different world religions. We also believe that it also helps them to develop their own opinions and beliefs of the world around them. It teaches our children to be respectful and understanding of differing cultures and beliefs. Finally, we think it is very important for children to think philosophically about the world around them where they can answer and ask questions using their own opinions and beliefs.The teaching of Religious Education at Oaktree Nursey and Primary comes from Kapow - Religion and Worldviews scheme. This forms the basis of the different year group lesson. 

 

Intent
Kapow Primary for Religion and Worldviews offers full coverage of the KS1 and KS2 Curriculum Framework for Religious Education in England (2013). The documents we follow and use for planning, contain each end-of-key-stage requirement from the Curriculum Framework and information about the units that will help pupils on their learning journey to meeting that statement by the end of Year 2 and Year 6. Please note that the Curriculum Framework is not a statutory document and therefore the statements within it are not legal requirements as in the National curriculum. 

School Standards and Framework Act 1998 Local Agreed syllabus (Schedule 19)
Community schools and any foundation and voluntary schools without a religious character are required to ‘give provision for religious education in accordance with an agreed syllabus’. This 'Local Agreed Syllabus' is determined by the SACRE (Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education) in our area, and is statutory. Many SACRE’s use the non-statutory document 'A curriculum framework for Religious Education in England' as the framework upon which their Agreed Syllabi are developed.



Kapow Religion and Worldviews follow the Curriculum Framework for RE.  As our scheme of work fulfils the requirements of the Curriculum Framework, upon which many SACRE’s build their Locally Agreed Syllabus (LAS), this means that our school is also meeting the requirements laid out in Swindon Agreed Sylabus.

 

Implementation
In line with government guidance and Census 2021 information, the Kapow curriculum for Religion and Worldviews reflects that the UK’s religious tradition is, in the main, Christian, with each year group having at least one unit specifically focusing on Christian concepts, beliefs and practices and these being linked to and contrasted with other religions and worldviews across the thematic units. The scheme also covers the principle organised worldviews represented in Great Britain.

Planning also encourages teachers to include locally presented religions where possible and includes non-religious worldviews.

Kapow Primary’s Religion and worldviews scheme of work has been designed as a spiral curriculum with the following key principles in mind:

✓Cyclical: In each unit, pupils develop disciplinary, substantive and personal knowledge building on these through the study of concepts and religious & non-religious worldviews.

✓Increasing depth: Each time a concept, religion or worldview is revisited, it is covered with greater complexity and in varying contexts. Progression within units and between year groups includes:
○ studying teachings, beliefs, practices and experiences in more detail.
○ moving from local to national and then global contexts.
○ making and explaining more, increasing subtle links.
○ identifying and discussing diversity within and between religions and worldviews.
○ grappling with increasingly complex and sometimes controversial ideas (including through our big questions).


✓ Prior knowledge: Upon returning to each concept, religion or worldview pupils use prior knowledge to build on
previous foundations, rather than starting again.

 

Religion and worldviews
The Kapow Primary curriculum is based on a Religion and Worldviews approach. This approach focuses on religion and worldviews as personal and
diverse. It aims to reflect the changing nature of religion and worldviews in modern Britain and help children to understand that religion and worldviews
are a lived experience for people and communities. Children should become increasingly reflective about their own worldview and how it is influenced.

 

Which worldviews will be covered?



 

Disciplinary knowledge (ways of knowing) Pupils gain knowledge of the different methods and processes that are used to make sense of religion. These are methods used in various academic disciplines such as History, Philosophy, Theology and Sociology.

Substantive knowledge (knowing about) Substantive knowledge is carefully planned to build understanding of concepts across four key themes: beliefs; wisdom and morality; practices and community and belonging. Children explore these concepts through an enquiry cycle in each unit and through a range of disciplinary processes. They will have opportunities to learn how the concepts apply to different religions and worldviews to build a progressively deeper understanding.

Personal knowledge (knowing yourself) As children develop their knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and worldviews, they will naturally begin to share their own thoughts about what they learn. They are
encouraged to develop, recognise and express their own personal worldviews and develop an understanding of how these are formed when asked to respond to ‘big questions.’

 

What concepts are covered?
The Kapow Primary scheme, for Religion and Worldviews, builds children’s knowledge of religious concepts through combining substantive, disciplinary and personal knowledge in an enquiry based approach. These concepts are grouped into four key concepts areas: beliefs, practices, wisdom and morality, and community and belonging. Within each key concept area, specific concepts are covered progressively as children move through the scheme

.

Differentiation/SEND

Discovery RE is written as a universal core curriculum provision for all children. Inclusivity is part of its philosophy. Teachers will tailor each enquiry to meet the needs of the children in their classes. To support this differentiation, many enquiries suggest creative learning activities that allow children to choose the media with which they work and give them scope to work to their full potential. To further help teachers differentiate for children in KS1 and 2, each enquiry has exemplars for those children working towards the learning objective, at the expected level for this age group and those working beyond the expected level of achievement.  

Assessment

Teachers are eager to ensure children are making progress with their learning throughout their RE. Therefore, each enquiry has built-in assessment.  This task is the formal opportunity for teacher assessment of the children’s knowledge of that religion, depth of critical thinking, and ability to answer the enquiry question. This stand-alone evidence is used in conjunction with other evidence such as records of discussions and annotations from other lessons within the enquiry to assist the teacher in assessing whether a child is working at the expected level or towards or beyond it. Children are assessed over three aspects of learning: 

· a personal resonance with or reflection on the material/religion being studied to answer the enquiry question.

· knowledge and understanding of the material/religion being studied to answer the enquiry question.

· evaluation/critical thinking in relation to the enquiry question

Monitoring

The RE leader monitors delivery of the programme through observation and discussion with teaching staff, as well as discussions with children and scrutiny of their written work to ensure consistent and coherent curriculum provision.

Evaluation of the programme’s effectiveness is conducted on the basis of:

· Pupil and teacher evaluation of the content and learning processes

· Staff meetings to review and share experience

· Monitoring of assessment to ensure progression throughout the school.

External contributors

RE gives particular opportunities to promote an ethos of respect for others, challenge stereotypes and build understanding of other cultures and beliefs. This contributes to promoting a positive and inclusive school ethos that champions democratic values and human rights. External contributors from the community, e.g. local clergy, local members/speakers from other religions etc make a valuable contribution to the RE programme as do visits to places of worship.  Their input is carefully planned and monitored so as to fit into and complement the programme.
Teachers are always present during these sessions and remain responsible for the effective delivery of the RE programme.

The Learning Environment

Establishing a safe, open and positive learning environment based on trusting relationships between all members of the class, adults and children alike, is vital. To enable this, it is important that respect for each others’ views and beliefs and those of the believers of that religion is encouraged at all times and that any artefacts are handled with respect and care.

For example:
Sensitive and controversial issues are certain to arise in learning from real-life experience and discussing personal beliefs. 

Topics are presented using a variety of views and beliefs so that pupils are able to form their own, informed opinions but also respect that others have the right to different opinions. Teachers should never feel obliged to discuss their own beliefs unless they feel comfortable doing so and can ensure that this will not influence or restrict the children’s own expression
Withdrawal from RE lessons

Parents/carers have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of the Religious Education. Those parents/carers wishing to exercise this right are invited in to see the head teacher and/or RE Leader who will explore any concerns and discuss any impact that withdrawal may have on the child. The school will ensure that parents who want to withdraw their children from RE are aware of the RE syllabus and that it is relevant to all pupils, and respects their own personal beliefs. Parents will be made aware of the learning objectives and what is covered in the RE curriculum and should be given the opportunity to discuss this, if they wish.  The school may also wish to review such a request each year, in discussion with the parents. 

The use of the right to withdraw should be at the instigation of parents and it should be made clear whether it is from the whole of the subject or specific parts of it. No reasons need be given. Where parents have requested that their child is withdrawn, their right must be respected, and where RE is integrated in the curriculum, the school will need to discuss the arrangements with the parents or carers to explore how the child’s withdrawal can be best accommodated.  Once a child has been withdrawn they cannot take part in the RE programme until the request for withdrawal has been removed.  

As a school it is our duty to inform our local Standing Advisory Council on RE regarding the numbers of children being withdrawn. 
Links to other policies and curriculum areas

We recognise the clear link between RE and the following policies and staff are aware of the need to refer to these policies when appropriate. 

· Collective Worship where appropriate

· Teaching and Learning Policy

· Equal Opportunities Policy

· Child Protection Policy 

· SMSC Policy

· British Values

· Prevent Strategy

Training and support for staff

All staff benefit from training in order to enhance their RE delivery skills.  Opportunities are provided for staff to identify individual training needs on a yearly basis and relevant support is provided. 

In addition to this, support for teaching and understanding RE issues is incorporated in our staff INSET programme, drawing on staff expertise and/or a range of external agencies.

Impact

Our intended impact is that by the time our pupils leave our school, they will have developed:

• The philosophy that they are free to make their own choices and decisions

concerning religion and belief

• Their own ideas, values and identities with a positive attitude

• Their understanding of personal development and their understanding of the wider

world

• Respect and tolerance and support for values, beliefs and traditions of others

• Experiences and understanding of religious settings outside of school

• Skills for preparation for life in a diverse and modern Britain

Dissemination 

This policy is available on our school website where it can be accessed by the community.

