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Every Child, Every Chance, Every Day





Oaktree Nursery and Primary School
Policy for Teaching and Learning

COVID-19 restrictions will impact some activities such as visits and visitors. It may also restrict group work opportunities.
School vision:

Every Child, Every Chance, Every Day

Intent
At Oaktree, we want the children to have fun as they learn. We want all children to learn and develop as life-long learners, in order that they develop the skills and knowledge to succeed whilst at school and in their wider future. We want all children to enjoy learning opportunities and believe that a Growth Mindset approach where children understand ‘they may not be able to do it yet’ helps learners to develop the resilience to persevere. We believe that children learn best within a supportive and stimulating environment, in which they have the confidence to learn and take risks through a range of different experiences which cater for the wide variety of learning styles and needs in our school. We believe that a curriculum that is exciting, broad and balanced gives all learners a chance to develop new skills and to identify strengths and interests for life. Our curriculum is supported by Curious City, an enquiry approach in which subjects are linked to maximise every learning opportunity.
Policy Aims
We believe that children learn in different ways and we aim to provide a rich variety of learning opportunities that allow learners to develop to their full potential. Successful teaching and learning relies on thorough knowledge of the whole child using assessment from observations, class work and test results. We aim to use these to plan work at an appropriate level of challenge. We believe it is essential to personalise learning so that it is inclusive of all children and that children can learn in the way that best suits them. We aim to provide equal opportunities for our full range of learners including girls and boys, all ethnic groups within our school community, learners with English as an additional language, learners with SEND, learners with SEMH, children who are young carers, and children who are Looked After. 
Effective Teaching and Learning

Teaching is most effective when work is clearly planned for the children’s next step in their learning and children understand how best to approach tasks and activities. Prompt and timely questioning and intervention redirects learning from any misconceptions. This can also be helped by further learning opportunities. Activities are planned to enable all children to be included, challenged and supported to make the best progress. This includes whole-class, small group and individual teaching. Differentiation should successfully meet the needs of all learners, e.g. children on the SEN register.

At Oaktree we aim to provide the following through our teaching and learning and our curriculum:

· To develop each child’s desire to achieve

· To raise standards of achievement in all aspects of pupil development through the school, ensuring pupils are prepared for the next stage of their learning
· To provide a rich learning environment, that allows children to develop their skills and abilities, working towards achieving their full potential 

· To plan and provide a range of learning opportunities to cater for all learning styles

· To develop skills enabling children to deal with challenges and change

· To develop a child’s self-confidence and self-esteem

· To make full use of a range of assessments when planning teaching and learning opportunities

· To develop and communicate an ethos of high expectation throughout the school community

· To provide children with a purpose and context for their learning and opportunities to apply their skills

· To promote a caring and considerate attitude towards each other and others in the wider community

· To foster the tolerance of opinions and beliefs of others 
· To ensure children develop a knowledge and understanding of British Values

· To engender social skills that enable children to work and communicate effectively with others

· To promote independence and resilience
· To develop children’s understanding of the links between subjects and to encourage them to make use of these links in their learning
Policy into practice
At Oaktree it is expected that the following will be evident across a range of lessons

· High quality teaching and learning

· Modelled and shared work to build on existing knowledge

· Opportunities to practise and improve skills 

· Probing questions at a differentiated level used to deepen knowledge 
· Within lessons, a range of activities used to support different learning styles e.g. ‘rehearsal’ activities on mini whiteboards, partner talk, review questions, drama activities, independent or group research, presentations
· Working Walls to support the development of children’s learning and understanding, developed and built on throughout units of work 

· Enquiry boards or floor books show the development of children’s understanding and skills

· Regular opportunities for all children to work independently and with the support of an adult
· A full range of regular assessment opportunities
· Opportunities for editing and responding to marking

· Planning to identify next steps that support and challenge all children or groups 

· Cross-curricular links between subjects 
· Where appropriate, learning is related to real-life contexts 

· School trips, visitors and virtual experiences planned to complement learning
Equality of Opportunity

Planning ensures that all children are able to take part in all appropriate activities, as well as accessing individual or group supported learning opportunities. 

Assessment and Monitoring of Learning
We use a range of assessments to track children’s progress as individuals, as a cohort and within specific groups throughout the school. 

Assessments include:

Teacher assessment against NC objectives

Assessment for Learning during lessons and using evidence in children’s books

In-school assessments such as Read Write Inc phonics assessments

In school and cluster moderation using examples of work to evidence objectives and benchmark

Pupil conferencing by teachers and subject leaders

Formal assessments such as End of Key Stage SATs

Learning Walks, lesson observations and book scrutinies are carried out regularly throughout the year.

Pupil Progress Meetings are held three times a year to identify strengths and weaknesses. These inform planning and enable support and interventions to be put in place.

Parents and carers are informed of their child’s progress through regular consultation meetings and reports. 

Assessment strategies used within class include:

Sharing clear learning objectives or targets with learners

Sharing or creating success criteria for self or peer assessment of work

Sharing, where appropriate, timely feedback with learners on their progress and work

Providing constructive feedback to learners about their work in order to help children to progress and to experience success
Interventions

We use a range of interventions in all Year Groups to target learners who need additional support to make progress or to access work fully. These intervention groups may be delivered by teachers, Learning Support Assistants and specialist teachers who work solely with small groups or individuals

Interventions used in school include Assessment for Learning ‘Scoop’ Groups, Read Write Inc 1:1 support, Right Start phonics support, Maths intervention groups and knowledge SEMH interventions through Rainbow Room (Nurture support). 
Interventions are organised in discussion with class teachers, the SENDCO, Key Stage Leaders and this is done regularly during Pupil Progress Meetings which are held 3 times a year. Concerns can be raised at any time and intervention groups are run flexibly to best meet the needs of all learners. The views of parents, carers and learners are also sought and used to inform groupings.
Pupil Groupings

Children will be taught in a variety of groupings. We believe that in many instances children learn best in mixed ability groupings, having a chance to share ideas and to learn and be supported by other learners. This is used in the majority of subjects. Children will be given opportunities to learn and work within whole class, small group and paired or individually.

The Learning Environment and Curriculum Organisation

We believe that classrooms should reflect the current learning. We use a mixture of Working Walls, displays for information and displays to celebrate achievement. Independence is developed by ensuring resources are available throughout the school. 

We understand that learning in a range of environments has many benefits and we ensure that all children have access to our wildlife area, our ‘forest’, our allotment area and our outdoor classrooms for use when appropriate. Sensory gardens also provide space for learning and well-being. 

Children are able access the library for resources to support enquiries and also provide a wide range of reading books. 
We use the National Curriculum and skills progressions and the EYFS statutory framework. These provide clear objectives and aims as to what should be taught in each Year Group, which we use in our medium term and short term planning. Our curriculum planning is also supported by Curious City (Lighting Up Learning) which is an Enquiry approach. This enables planning and teaching to be personalised to the needs of the children.

Celebrating learning and achievements

We value celebrating children’s achievements through our weekly celebration assemblies which parents and carers are invited to join. We also share examples of work and good learning with parents and carers through online communication such as our website. We encourage collaborative achievement through awarding class points in which children then vote to choose a class award. We celebrate achievement and improvement in our end of year assembly and, when possible, invite parents and carers to attend work showcases, performances and other events.

Supporting children’s wider needs
At Oaktree we place great emphasis on ensuring that we know the children well and that they feel safe and ready to learn. Relationships between staff, children and parents and carers are key to achieving this. In turn, this enables to identify barriers to learning, allowing us to address these and to personalise learning as needed. In order to achieve this, for example, we use or provide:

Rainbow room (Nurture) support

Parent Support Advisor

Play therapists

EWO

Learning Support Services

School Nurse

Where additional support from outside agencies is required, Early Help Records and Team Around the Child meetings will be held.

Parental support is encouraged through supporting children to access their learning and practise key skills at home. We regularly remind all parents and carers of the importance of the best possible attendance record and work to support parents, carers and children to ensure this. We encourage positive communication with all parents and carers in order that we are made aware of any issues that may affect their child’s performance or behaviour in school. 

The role of governors

Our governors support, monitor and review the school policies on teaching and learning, particularly to:

Ensure that successful teaching and learning raises attainment, promotes good progress and supports well-being

Monitor how effective teaching and learning strategies are in terms of raising attainment

Monitor the effectiveness of provision of the curriculum and ensure that it is broad and balanced for all learners.  
Monitor CPD needs to ensure development of staff needs are met 

Links to other policies

This policy should be read in conjunction with all curriculum subject policies, and particularly:
English

Maths

Science

Computing 

Geography

History

SEN

G&T

Marking

Assessment
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